This book is the first edition and solely written by Claudio Ponticelli, former director of Nephrology at Ospedale Maggiore, Milan, Italy.

I admit that before writing this book review, I read an article in an automobile magazine. I apologize to the author and to the readers of this respected journal NDT that this review will read somewhat like this article in question, which dealt about the new version of the fabulous Fiat 500 'Cinquecento'. As renal transplantation is now 50 years old and the author of this book is an Italian, the association becomes obvious.

I came to the idea to use at large the same criteria as proposed in this Fiat 'Cinquecento' article and finally gave an overall score on the advantages and the disadvantages of the book.

Claudio Ponticelli has already published previously a book together with Barry Kahan and co-workers (*Principles and Practice of Renal Transplantation*. Barry D. Kahan and Claudio Ponticelli. Martin Dunitz Ltd, 2000), but in the book under inspection, he deals in large part only with the early and long-term complications of kidney transplantation. A small part of the book is dedicated to donor and acceptor selections. This makes the book not only worthwhile for the physician involved with the early care of the grafted patient, but is a useful reference for the nephrologist to whom the patient will eventually return for long-term care. Descriptions of the classic items are in full: delayed graft function and acute rejection, but also long-term issues such as chronic graft deterioration, immunosuppression-related complications, recurrent and *de novo* renal disease, infections, malignancy and a review on complications in all body parts: cardiovascular, abdominal, cutaneous, musculoskeletal, ocular, haematological including a chapter on thrombotic events and finally neurological complications. The chapters are well illustrated with tables and figures, enabling easy and fast understanding. The reference section at the end of each chapter contains articles almost exclusively from after the year 2000, all coming from high-quality journals. The structure of each chapter is quite classic as a short introduction to the pathophysiology is followed by a comprehensive review of risk factors, clinical presentation, prognosis and therapy.

As with a car, the proof of quality is in driving the car, I used the book for some time to check on clinical problems I encountered during my work as a transplant nephrologist. I have not been deceived by this handbook, as I can say that it is up-to-date, but concise, although easily enabling further reading through the extensive reference lists.

One minor issue is that the author still uses the confounding terminology of chronic allograft nephropathy (CAN) as an entity combining progressive graft failure plus fibrosing changes, where nowadays we try to differentiate more the underlying reasons and histology. CAN encompasses too much different aetiologies and pathophysiologies and is perceived by too many different as a sole entity that terminology of CAN itself stands in the way of further comprehension of the problem. Differentiating into the different immunological and non-immunological reasons for deteriorations in surplus of an ameliorated description of histological lesions will lead us further than to bring all deteriorating grafts under the same sad roof of CAN.

However, I like the book. It is useful for all levels of transplant graduation. This book deserves a spot in your consultation room for quick reference in case of a minor doubt and should not be left unbought or stashed away on a shelf (or in a garage). The book has more than the beauty of an Italian car. Within Claudio Ponticelli, there must be a German motor running in order to produce such continuing high quality.
